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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9410571A1] The measurement of the total amount of a target molecule is used in the detection, diagnosis, determining the severity
of and staging of a variety of diseases or disorders and the monitoring of therapy. The measurements of the total amount of a target molecule is
accomplished by treating a sample containing cells, such as a body fluid, with a non-ionic detergent in a manner that makes available for binding
to one or more binding partners the total amount of a target molecule present in the cell membrane, the cytoplasm of the cell and/or in the soluble
compartments of the body fluid. Once the total target molecule is available, it is measured using any of a number of assay techniques, preferably by
sandwich enzyme immunoassay. The methods of the present application may be used to detect and measure molecules associated with microbial
pathogens, in particular intracellular pathogens such as Chlamydia, as well as erythrocyte blood group antigens, tumor antigens, cytokines and cell
adhesion molecules, for diagnosis, enumeration of cells expressing such molecules, and other methods.
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