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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0685552A1] A new method is used for the selective hydrogenation of petrol, obtd. from a catalytic cracking process, with a di-olefin
content less than 5%, cyclopentadiene less than 1%, mercaptans 1-300 ppm. The petrol cut C5 - 210 degrees C is contacted with a catalyst
comprising 0.1-1% Pd deposited on a support contg. at least 50% Al203, at 4-25 bar, 80-200 degrees C and LHSV of 1-10h<-1>. Figures (1) and
(2) illustrate the nature of the process. In figure (1), a C3-180 degrees C cut is delivered to the de-butaniser (3) to separate the C3-C4 fraction. The
C5-180 degrees C (or C5-160 degrees C or C5-210 degrees C, where applicable), i.e. the C5 + petrol cut from catalytic cracking is introduced in a
zone (4) of selective hydrogenation and H2 in also introduced (5). The hydrogenated cut passes into (6) of sepn. which is a de-pentaniser (C5 sepn.)
or de-hexaniser (C5 + C6 sepn.). Thus a C5 or C5 + C6 fraction is obtd., sent to an etherification unit and a C7+ fraction sent to a petrol stock. The
catalytic hydrogenation reactor, shown in figure (2), (10) is arranged in two catalytic zones (11) and (12); the first is traversed by the lig. charge and
some H2 (less than the stoichiometric amt. necessary to convert all diolefins to mono olefins). In this zone the sweetening process also takes place.
The second zone receives the charge from the first zone (and the remainder of the H2 required to convert diolefin to olefins and to isomerise prim.
and sec. olefins to tert olefins). The proportion (vol.) of the first zone is at most 50% of the sum of the two zones (pref. 15-30%). The hydrogenation
unit operates at pressures lower than the de-butaniser, and the de-pentaniser (or de-hexaniser) requires only 13-15 bar. Charge circulation can thus
be effected by a slight de-pressurisation at the exit of the hydrogenation unit. The high temp. at the base of the de-butaniser and the high activity of
the hydrogenation catalyst allows the unit (4) to be operated without further pre-heating of the charge.
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