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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9516289A1] An adapter and control card system for a digital computer is provided for coupling the digital computer to a selectable
choice of communication media. The system includes a general-application host card (42) removably insertable into the digital computer, and a
communications-medium-specific adapter card (44) removably insertable into the host card, the host card having a cutout conforming to side and end
boundaries of said adapter card, the adapter card fitting within the cutout along a substantially common plane in order to minimize surface height
of the adapter card and the host card. Mating connectors (46, 80), particularly between the adapter card and the host card, form transmission lines
taking full advantage of ground pins adjacent to signal-carrying differential pairs shielding the signals with a controlled characteristic impedance. In a
specific embodiment, the support structure (50) for the connectors also forms the mechanical support for the adapter card and the host card.
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