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Abstract (en)
The invention relates to a laminated fabric which is permeable to gas and/or vapour but possesses water droplet and solid particle barrier properties.
The fabric comprises at least two layers of non-woven material, one layer (1; 4; 7) being a compressed fibrous melt-blown material and the other(s)
provided by a support layer having an open porous structure. In the examples, the support layers (2; 3,5; 6,8) have a spun-bonded structure. The
melt-blown layer (1; 4; 7) of the fabric may be compressed prior to lamination from an average pore size diameter greater than 8 mu m to a diameter
approaching or entering a range of pore diameter sizes from 8 mu m down to about 1 mu m preferably between 3-7 mu m and most preferably
about 4 mu m. After a point-bonding or calendering technique, the pore diameter of the melt-blown layer (1; 4; 7) will be within the range 1-8 mu m,
preferably 2-7 mu m and most preferably between 2-4 mu m. Advantageously, both the melt-blown layers and the spun-bonded layers may comprise
polymers of polypropylene and/or polyethylene. The finished fabric may advantageously be useful in a wide range of applications from bedding
materials and sportswear to tarpaulins, camping equipment such as tents, and roofing underlays. <IMAGE>
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