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Abstract (en)
[origin: DE4402851A1] The invention concerns a method of producing polycarboxylic acids or their salts based on polysaccharides by converting at
least some of the primary alcohol groups in the polysaccharides into carboxyl groups by oxidation with nitrogen dioxide. The aim of the invention is
to simplify the way in which the reaction is carried out while at the same time improving the yield. This is achieved essentially by virtue of the fact
that the polysaccharide is reacted in a fluidized bed, fluidized by a gas containing nitrogen dioxide, at pressures of 1 to 12 bar and a temperature
between the boiling point of nitrogen dioxide at the pressure used and 160 DEG , the amount of nitrogen dioxide used, summed over the whole
reaction time, being at least 2 mole equivalents relative to the alcohol groups being oxidized.
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