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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9522131A1] A device (1) for tracking portable items of equipment, for example packages or motor vehicles. The device (1) monitors
the status of various functions within the equipment or vehicle via sensors (16) such as determining if the ignition has been turned on. The device
transmits this information to a remotely located monitoring computer (8) over the digital cellular telephone network. The device also records
information relating to the direction and distances travelled and is able to continually determine the current position of the equipment or vehicle by
occasionally calculating the position using signal strength and identification information transmitted by each receivable cellular transmitter (4, 5,
6, 24, 25) and complimenting this static information with continuous change in position information from distance and direction sensors (23). The
remote monitoring computer (8) may monitor the position of and issue control signals to the device in the event that the equipment or vehicle is
stolen. The control signals are received by the device which may then control selected systems within the equipment or vehicle to render it unusable.
Further uses of the device are also disclosed including remote automated medical monitoring and medication dispensing.
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