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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9526361A1] This invention relates to a biologically active peptide fragment of the Vpr protein of human immunodeficiency virus,
to pharmaceutical compositions comprising these peptides or biologically active analogues thereof, to antagonists of the peptides, and to
pharmaceutical compositions comprising these antagonists and to therapeutic and screening methods utilising compounds and compositions of
the invention. In one preferred embodiment, the invention provides an antagonist of the Vpr protein of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), or of a
biologically active fragment or analogue thereof, comprising at least one amino acid sequence motif selected from HFRIG and HSRIG which has
the ability to inhibit one or more activities mediated by Vpr, selected from the group consisting of growth arrest, cell replication arrest, cytotoxicity,
cytoskeletal disruption, and effects on the endoplasmic reticulum. The invention also relates to use of Vpr protein, or a biologically active fragment
or analogue thereof comprising the consensus sequence, in treatment of conditions mediated by cellular proliferation or caused by eukaryotic
pathogens.
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