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Abstract (en)
[origin: US5740739A] A method and apparatus for washing printing press form cylinders and associated applicator rollers in a manner which
reduces the drying of quick-drying media, such as varnish or ink, on the applicator roller and form cylinder. The washing device is disposed in a
nip between the form cylinder and applicator roller and has two curved surfaces disposed in closely adjacent relation to respective surfaces of
the form cylinder and applicator roller. Each curved surface has a spray device for directing a cleaning fluid onto the adjacent form cylinder and
applicator roller and a suction-extraction device for removing sprayed cleaning fluid and removed ink and impurities. The method and apparatus may
be selectively operated in a print-on mode in which a cleaning fluid is sprayed onto the rotating form cylinder and is suction-extracted from its outer
surface. When printing is switched off, the method and apparatus may be operated in a print-off mode in which cleaning fluid is sprayed onto the
rotating applicator roller and onto the rotating form cylinder, with the applicator roller is separated from the form cylinder.
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