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Abstract (en)
[origin: US5727783A] An apparatus for delivery of sheet-like products is provided which includes a reorientating conveyer 14 coupled to deceleration
unit 6, the deceleration unit 6 for receiving signatures 5 from a product forming device such as a folding or a cutting cylinder. The deceleration unit
6 slows down the signatures 5 from a single spaced configuration to an overlapped shingled configuration. The reorientation conveyer 14 grips
signatures in an overlapped shingled configuration with grippers 17, the grippers 17 having a pitch 16. Since the deceleration unit 6 does not
release the signatures 5 until after the grippers 17 are engaged, control over the signatures is maintained during the transfer. In the reorientation
conveyer 14, the grippers 17 rotate the signatures into a spine leading formation while maintaining control over the signatures 5. A transport
conveyer 22, including grippers 25 having a smaller pitch 23, receives the signatures from the reorientation conveyer 14, thereby changing the
spacing between the shingled signatures to correspond to pitch 23. The transport conveyer 22 travels substantially parallel to the reorientation
conveyer 14 over a second transfer area 24. Grippers 17 of the reorientation conveyer do not release the signatures 5 until after grippers 25 of the
transport conveyer 22 are engaged, thereby maintaining control over the signatures throughout the transfer.
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