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Abstract (en)

[origin: WO9525164A1] The present invention relates to a population of blood borne mammalian cells that express a unique profile of surface
markers that includes certain markers typical of connective tissue fibroblasts, and are referred to herein as "blood-borne mesenchymal cells".

In particular, it relates to the isolation, characterization and uses of such blood-borne mesenchymal cells. The cells of the present invention

can be distinguished from peripheral blood leukocytes by their distinct size, morphology, cell surface phenotype and biologic activities, and are
likewise distinguishable from connective tissue fibroblasts by other surface phenotypic markers. These cells proliferate in culture, and in vivo, as
demonstrated in animal models, are capable of migrating into wound sites from the blood. Therefore, such blood-borne mesenchymal cells may have
a wide range of applications, including, but not limited to, the promotion of wound healing, tissue remodeling, and for gene therapy.
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