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Abstract (en)
An apparatus for increasing the power draw of a positive temperature coefficient heating element (400) in a washer (10) when the heating element is
not submerged in fluid. The washer includes the heating element (400), a tub (20) with a sump (28), a hub (40), a pump (80) and a spray arm (100).
The pump circulates the fluid from the sump throughout the tub. Disposed around the sump is the heating element. Projecting upward from the
sump is the hub which has a passage for conveying fluid from the pump to the top of the hub. The spray arm is substantially hollow and is rotatably
mounted to the top of the hub. The spray arm receives fluid from the passage in the hub and projects sprays of fluid into the tub, causing the spray
arm to rotate. At least one of the sprays (340,380) is directed downward onto the heating element (400) during the rotational travel of the spray
arm so as to substantially wet the heating element when the heating element is not submerged in fluid, thereby cooling the heating element and
increasing its power draw. <IMAGE>
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