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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0764408A2] A process and assembly denitrifies dried tobacco leaf (R, R') in Burley rib form which is: (a) inserted into the chamber within
a housing (9), (b) brought into contact with a solvent (12), and (c) then discharged from the housing (9). The novelty is that: (d) the housing chamber
is pressurised and; (e) the tobacco leaf (R, R')is transported through the chamber and solvent bath (12) by a helical conveyor (2). Also claimed is
that the solvent (12) is water and that the chamber is heated to between 100-130 degrees C., pref. 118 degrees C. The tobacco is passed through
the chamber (9) in a continuous process in which there is constant exchange of the water (12) which consists in the chamber of a liq. phase (12),
and the gaseous phase (13) which is introduced to the chamber. The tobacco residence period in the chamber is adjusted by regulation of the
conveyor rotation speed. The ratio of the mass flow of dry tobacco in Kg to that of the solvent in Kg is in the range 0.5-0.031, pref. 0.25. The tobacco
is subsequently subjected to a further rinsing under a water shower. The pressure maintained in the chamber is 1.5 to 3.0 bar, pref. approx. 1.9 bar.
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