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Abstract (en)
[origin: US5899356A] PCT No. PCT/EP96/02176 Sec. 371 Date Mar. 27, 1997 Sec. 102(e) Date Mar. 27, 1997 PCT Filed May 21, 1996 PCT Pub.
No. WO96/37135 PCT Pub. Date Nov. 28, 1996An eating utensil is provided for holding pieces of food. The eating utensil is provided in the form of
gripping tongs (1) with gripper arms (2-3) which can be moved towards each other against a restoring force from an open position into a gripping
position. Also provided is a dispenser for the eating utensil. The dispenser holds a plurality of such eating utensils in a stacked relationship within
the dispenser. A lowest one of the eating utensils in the dispenser is held in place by the combination of stop elements on the dispenser and catch
devices on the utensils. While held in this manner, the lowest eating utensil protrudes partially from the dispensing shaft of the dispenser. The lowest
eating utensil therefore can be pulled out of the dispenser for use. The next eating utensil, which was above the lowest eating utensil, then falls
to the position of the lowest eating utensil. The combination of the eating utensil and the dispenser thus provides a convenient way of storing and
dispensing eating utensils.
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