
Title (en)
Spherical imaging/projection apparatus

Title (de)
Sphärisches Bildaufnahme-/Projektionsgerät

Title (fr)
Appareil de projection/prise de vues sphériques

Publication
EP 0778699 A2 19970611 (EN)

Application
EP 96308368 A 19961119

Priority
US 56550195 A 19951130

Abstract (en)
A nearly spherical view is provided using five cameras. Four cameras (52,54,56,58) provide a 360 degree view of an area using a four sided
pyramid shaped element (40). The four sides (42,44,46,48) of the pyramid shaped element are reflective and reflect images from four different
directions (60,62,64,66). Each camera is positioned to receive a reflected image from one of the reflective sides of the pyramid. The four cameras
are arranged so that they share a common virtual optical center (90). A fifth camera (400) with a wide angle lens is positioned with the camera's
optical center positioned at the common virtual optical center. The fifth camera has a view in the direction (410) of the pyramid's base to provide a
nearly spherical view when combined with the 360 degree view of the other cameras. <IMAGE>
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