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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0781895A1] A method and an apparatus of excavation for underground structures of variable cross sectional area are provided in which
a shield excavator of large cross sectional area is used as a main machine (1), and another shield excavator of smaller cross sectional area than
the main machine (1) is used a an auxiliary machine (2). That portion of the underground structure of large cross section is excavated using the
main machine (1) with the auxiliary machine (2) housed inside thereof and operating jointly, and for that portion of the underground structure of
small cross section, the auxiliary machine (2) is advanced out of the main machine (1) and excavation proceeds with the auxiliary machine (2) only.
Meanwhile, the main machine (1) is left on standby at the next portion of the structure of large cross section, and when the auxiliary machine (2)
reaches that point, it is re-inserted into the main machine (1), and then excavation proceeds again using the main machine (1) with the auxiliary
machine (2) housed inside and interlocked therewith for joint operation. <IMAGE>
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