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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0781921A1] The ion source with a closed flow of electrons comprises a main annular ionisation and acceleration channel (122) which
is open at its downstream end. At least one internal wall of this channel is made of an electrically conducting material. Terminal pieces (164,165)
are held at a potential which is lower than that of the anode (125) extending the annular channel downstream of the anode. The source of ions
comprises a hollow cathode (140). A supply of ionisable gas is associated with the cathode (140) and with the anode (125). A circuit is provided to
bias the anode, and a further components are provided to create a magnetic field in the region of the main annular channel (122).
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