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Abstract (en)
[origin: US5860649A] PCT No. PCT/DE95/01109 Sec. 371 Date Feb. 19, 1997 Sec. 102(e) Date Feb. 19, 1997 PCT Filed Aug. 16, 1995 PCT
Pub. No. WO96/06416 PCT Pub. Date Feb. 29, 1996A coin-operated, time-controlled table game apparatus includes a plurality of movable rods
which support respective playing pieces; and a locking device including at least one locking beam which can be moved up and down, and which
supports at least one pin, wherein at least one of the plurality of movable rods, after the expiration of playing time, is fixed in place by the locking
device, wherein each rod to be fixed in place has defined therein at least one groove extending in the axial direction into which an associated pin of
the locking device is inserted after the expiration of playing time, and wherein a pin is provided for each rod to be fixed in place, the pin projecting
relative to the longitudinal axis of the locking beam and being positioned in alignment with an associated rod such that it plunges into the groove of
the associated rod when the locking beam is engaged after the expiration of playing time. Alternatively, a coin-operated, time-controlled table game
apparatus includes a plurality of movable rods which support respective playing pieces; and a braking device comprised of a locking beam which
can be moved up and down, wherein, after the expiration of the playing time, at least one of the plurality of movable rods is rendered stiff by the
braking device, and wherein the locking beam has at least one braking element associated with each rod which is to be rendered stiff such that the
at least one braking element renders stiff the associated rod when the locking beam is engaged after the expiration of the playing time.
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