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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0795616A1] The continuous thermal treatment of metal strip travelling through a furnace, thermally insulated and in a protective
atmosphere. The furnace is made up of at least one section for heating (1), for soaking (2) and for cooling (3). The strip is guided by rollers (6, 6',
6", 7, 7', 72) arranged in the lower and upper parts of these sections of the furnace, in order to provide strands. The strip passes across at least
one insulating device (14) partially or totally positioned at the heart of at least one section or between two sections, in order to assure different
thermal transfer properties to the strip with respect to at least one other contiguous section, incorporating a different atmosphere, by acting on the
composition of the atmosphere made up of a mixture of gas of which the hydrogen or helium content exceeds 5% and more particularly 15%, in
order to allow the differentiation of the thermo-mechanical properties of the atmosphere.
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