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Abstract (en)
An ink supply system (10) for ink jet printers, the ink supply system including a closed ink supply tank (11) for containing ink and solvent, a
condenser (32) to cool air from a tube, and a tube (26) having connected to the air space of the ink supply tank (11) and the condenser such that
air containing evaporated solvent from the tube is cooled by the condenser (32) such that solvent in the air will condense. Preferably, the condenser
(32) is positioned above the ink supply tank (11) so that condensed solvent drains into the ink supply tank. Preferably, a solvent make up container
(16) is connected to the ink supply tank (11) for supplying solvent to the ink supply tank, and an equalizing conduit connects the solvent make up
container (16) airspace to one of the ink supply tank airspace and the tube to provide for equalization of the fluid pressure between the solvent make
up container (16) and the ink supply tank (11). Preferably, a solvent supply device (20) supplies solvent to the solvent make up container (16). The
solvent supply device includes a solvent supply container (21) for containing solvent, a support device for supporting the solvent supply container
and a conduit connecting the solvent supply container (21) to the solvent make up container (16) such that solvent can be supplied to the solvent
make up container (16) from the solvent supply container (21) without venting the solvent make up container to the atmosphere. Also, a solvent
recovery system for recovery of solvent contained in solvent containing liquids is provided. <IMAGE>
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