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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0825759A2] A data storage apparatus in a device comprises a flash memory (18) having one or more image data storage areas, or
frames, together with related attribute data areas each corresponding to an image data storage area in the data storage apparatus. Each attribute
data area is used to store attribute data indicating the state or status of the corresponding image data storage area. The attribute data generally can
indicate "1" that an image is stored in the image data storage area, "2" that an instruction is pending to delete the image data in the data storage
area, which instruction has not yet been executed, or "3" the data storage area is initialized and ready to be written on. Data in an image data
storage area the status of which indicates a pending delete instruction is not deleted until the apparatus is subsequently turned on again for use.
In this manner, the impact of lengthy delays caused by the slow read-write times of flash memory (18) is minimized to the user, who is aware of the
delay only as part of the start-up of the device. <IMAGE>
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