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Abstract (en)
Road network data is divided into a plurality of road network areas and one or a plurality of routes are obtained between the divided road network
areas. The obtained routes are stored into a route data storage device 1. When a starting point and a destination are specified from a point input
device 2, an area investigating device 3 investigates two road network areas to which the points belong. A route retrieving device 4 retrieves the
route data corresponding to the combination of the obtained two road network areas from the route data storage device 1. A peripheral route
searching device 8 searches for connecting routes in the road network areas to which the starting point and the destination belong, on the basis of
the road network data stored in the road network data storage device 7. Further, the peripheral route searching device 8 produces the entire route
from the starting point to the destination by using the route data retrieved from the route data storage device 1 and the connecting routes searched
for in the vicinities of the starting point and the destination and presents the route to a user through an output device 6. This way, routes between
arbitrary two road network areas are obtained in advance and stored as route data. When a starting point and a destination are specified, the route
data between the corresponding road network areas are retrieved and a route from the starting point to the destination is presented on the basis of
the retrieved route data. Thus the route can be searched for in an instant. <IMAGE>
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