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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9720271A1] A computer network (200) includes a network hub (202) which connects a plurality of computers (12) together. Data packets
generated by the computers (12) are sequentially merged into a stream of data packets which is then broadcast to all of the computers (12) in
the network (200). The network hub (202) includes a plurality of ports (206), each of which is connected to a respective one of the computers
(12), receiving data packets generated by the computer (12). The network hub (202) also includes a plurality of storage devices (210) respectively
connected to the ports (206). Each of the storage devices (210) receives and temporarily stores the data packets received by the port (206). A
merging processor (212) is connected to each of the storage devices (210) and sequentially merges data packets temporarily stored by the storage
devices (210) into a stream of data packets. The stream of data packets is then broadcast to each of the computers (12) in the network (200). The
network hub (202) may communicate with each of the computers (12) to indicate the capacity status of the storage devices (210).

IPC 1-7
GO6F 13/00; GO6F 13/20; GO6F 13/36

IPC 8 full level
HO4L 12/44 (2006.01)

CPC (source: EP)
HO4L 12/44 (2013.01)

Citation (search report)
See references of WO 9720271A1

Designated contracting state (EPC)
AT BE CH DE DKES FIFRGB GR IE IT LI LU MC NL PT SE

DOCDB simple family (publication)
WO 9720271 A1 19970605; AU 7730396 A 19970619; CA 2237406 A1 19970605; EP 0861469 A1 19980902

DOCDB simple family (application)
US 9618196 W 19961112; AU 7730396 A 19961112; CA 2237406 A 19961112; EP 96940417 A 19961112


https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search?q=pn%3DEP0861469A1?&section=Biblio&called_by=GPI
https://register.epo.org/application?number=EP96940417&lng=en&tab=main
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?version=19950101&symbol=G06F0013000000&priorityorder=yes&lang=en
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?version=19950101&symbol=G06F0013200000&priorityorder=yes&lang=en
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?version=19950101&symbol=G06F0013360000&priorityorder=yes&lang=en
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?level=a&lang=en&symbol=H04L0012440000&priorityorder=yes&refresh=page&version=20060101
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/classification?locale=en_EP#!/CPC=H04L12/44

