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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9727009A1] A method is provided for roll-forming an I-beam structure having a web and a pair of opposing flanges at each end of
the web. The method includes the steps of providing a flat blank having a thickness generally equal to a thickness of the web of the I-beam to be
formed. The blank has a longitudinal axis, a central portion and opposing ends. Each of the blank ends is split along the longitudinal axis to form
first and second flange portions at each of the ends. Each of the first and second flange portions has an edge directed away from the central portion.
The flange portions are then bent about the longitudinal axis by moving each of the edges in a direction towards the central portion to form a mass
of material at each of the blank ends. The mass of material is compacted at each of the blank ends to define the flanges. Each flange is disposed
generally transverse with respect to the longitudinal axis and has a thickness generally equal to the thickness of the web.
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