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Abstract (en)
Air is separated by cryogenic distillation in a double column. A part (7) of the incoming air is fed to medium pressure column (3), which produces
an oxygen-rich liquid and a nitrogen-rich vapour. Another part (12) of the incoming air is expanded through a turbine (13) and cooled in a heat
exchanger (14) before it enters a low pressure column (4), which produces fluids respectively rich in O and N. The heat exchanger is cooled by
liquid (15) drawn from a condenser associated with the columns. Also claimed is the distillation apparatus comprising medium and low pressure
columns (3,4), turbine (13), heat exchanger (14) and the necessary connecting ducts to carry out the process.
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