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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9732512A1] The invention concerns a process for treating, in particular for cleaning, maintaining and/or polishing flat and/or vertical
surfaces such as floors and walls, and a machine for carrying out the process. The process can be carried out with overpressure or negative
pressure. A vacuum ring is laid around the surface to be cleaned and an air stream carrying solid particles is directed onto the surface and
acts on the floor by virtue of its kinetic energy, without any need of mechanical aids such as brushes. Where overpressure is applied, the air
stream produces an air cushion-like flow which rotates or moves along predetermined paths. Where negative pressure is applied, a flow is drawn
continuously over the surface to be cleaned. By adding solids and cleaning and maintenance materials to the air stream, the underlying surface
can be cleaned and maintained. With the claimed process, it is possible to combine a number of treatment stages in a single process. The claimed
overpressure process operates periodically, the negative pressure process in a completely closed circulation in which the solids particles are
cleaned in an environmentally acceptable way and recycled into the process. The invention is characterised by low weight, ease of handling, and low
consumption of water and cleaning and maintenance materials.
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