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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0916358A2] An emergency oxygen system that provides a flow of oxygen to the patient undergoing anesthesia in the event of a detected
fault in the overall supply and mixing system of the anesthesia system. The normal design of such supply and mixing systems (40,42,44) for an
anesthesia system provides oxygen and at least one other gas that are mixed together in a desired proportion to be provided to a vaporizer (50) and
then to the anesthesia system as fresh gas. In the present system, a processor (48) continuously monitors the output flows from those proportioning
mixing valves (84,96). When the processor (48) determines that those flows from the proportioning valves (84,96) are off by a predetermined
amount, indicative of a fault in the system, the processor (48) immediately shuts off the supply of any gases other than oxygen and also provides
a flow of oxygen to a bypass line (92) that bypasses the oxygen proportioning valve (96), thus assuring a supply of oxygen to the patient despite
the fault. A manual valve (100) may be included in the bypass line (92) so that the clinician can control the flow of oxygen and a flowmeter (102) is
provided so the clinician can visually note the flow and control that flow accordingly.
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