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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0921468A1] A memory controller circuit (18a) for coupling to a memory (24), where the memory has a plurality of rows. The memory
controller circuit includes circuitry (28) for receiving signals representative of requests to access the memory. Given these signals, a first such signal
representative of a first request to access the memory is received by the circuitry for receiving and comprises a first address in the memory, and a
second signal representative of a second request to access the memory is received by the circuitry for receiving after the first signal and comprises
a second address in the memory. The memory controller circuit also includes determining circuitry (30, RAn, AC_Bn_ROW, C_B_Rn) for determining
whether the second address is directed to a same one of the plurality of rows as the first address. Still further, the memory controller circuit includes
circuitry (30) for issuing control signals to the memory in response to receiving signals representative of requests to access the memory. These
control signals cause a first memory access to occur in response to the first request and a second memory access to occur in response to the
second request. Lastly, in response to the determining circuitry determining that the second address is directed to the same one of the plurality of
rows as the first address, the circuitry for issuing control signals issues control signals to the memory such that the same one of the plurality of rows
is maintained active between the first and second access. <IMAGE>
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