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Abstract (en)
[origin: US5959270A] A safety switch includes a housing and a switching mechanism comprised of a controller drum which has opposite end faces
and is rotatably mounted in the housing, and an actuator which is insertable from outside into the housing for rotating the controller drum about a
predetermined angle and thereby actuating a switch plunger. Incorporated in the safety switch is a safety mechanism which includes at least one
contact structure attached in fixed rotative engagement to one of the end faces of the controller drum and having an outer edge, and a plunger
bearing on the outer edge of the contact structure. The plunger is loaded by at least one spring and slidably mounted in the housing for movement in
opposition to the spring to apply onto the contact structure and thereby onto the controller drum a torque which in respect to a direction of rotation of
the controller drum into the actuation position of the switch plunger acts either in a same direction or in an opposite direction, depending on whether
the actuator should be secured against inadvertent detachment or whether the actuator should be ejected when an outside force applied on the
actuator is removed.
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