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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9820110A1] The present invention relates to novel MAJCAM-1 proteins designated herein as MAACAM-1(a-e), which are cell adhesion
molecules. In particular, isolated nucleic acid molecules are provided encoding the human MAdCAM-1(a-e) proteins. MAdCAM-1(a-e) polypeptides
are also provided as are vectors, host cells and recombinant methods for producing the same. The invention further relates to screening methods
for identifying agonists and antagonists of MAJCAM-1(a-e) activity. Also provided are diagnostic methods for detecting cancer or a pathological
inflammatory condition, and therapeutic methods for treating an individual in need of a reduction in the activity of any of MAACAM-1(a-e). In
another aspect, the invention provides isolated genomic DNA molecules comprising the 5 exons which comprise the genes which encode any of
MAdJCAM-1(a-e), as well as the 5' flanking region which includes the promoter for these genes. In another aspect, the invention relates to a method
of screening compounds for the ability to regulate expression of any of MAdCAM-1(a-e) from their promoter. The invention also relates to a method
of selectively expressing genes on gut endothelia.
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