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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9851303A1] A method of treating HIV or other viral infections by administering a herbicide or fungicide or derivative thereof to an animal
or human. The fungicides or herbicides can be used in conjunction with other treatments, e.g. with AZT or protease inhibitors for the treatment
of HIV. For example, thiabendazole and chloropropham have been shown to quickly reduce the level of virus production from cell populations
chronically infected with HIV-1 and the antiviral effect is maintained with continued compound exposure. This reduction of virus production occurs at
concentrations which are non toxic to the host cell and which have no effect on the syntheses of cellular DNA, RNA and protein. Further, chronically
infected cells treated for prolonged periods of time with thiabendazole and chloropropham were not super-infected with HIV. A method for inhibiting
the growth of tumors and cancers in mammals comprising administering a herbicidal or fungicidal derivative is also disclosed herein. The fungicides
or herbicides can be used in conjunction with other treatments, e.g. taxol for the treatment of breast cancer. Potentiators can also be included in the
herbicidal or fungicidal composition. This method is particularly effective when the cancer or virus is an animal cell genetically modified by plant
or fungus genetic material. A chemotherapeutic agent can also be administered first to significantly reduce the size of the cancer and then the
treatment with the herbicide or fungicide is used. These methods are particularly effective when the cancer or virus is a mutated cell comprising
plant or fungal genetic material.
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