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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9725094A1] This invention is an apparatus for tissue dissection and instrument anchoring, including a dissection balloon (512) having
a viewing window (508) at its distal end, or including an anchoring dissection balloon having a non-uniform elasticity selected to achieve desired
inflation shape and pressure characteristics. The window, which can be a wide angle lens, is transparent and sufficiently strong to retain a desired
optical shape while being pushed against tissue layers by a rigid instrument (515) deployed within the balloon. In preferred embodiments, the
instrument includes a long necked dissection balloon deployed through a cannula, and a housing (513) to which the dissection balloon's mouth is
attached. In accordance with a method of use of the invention, the distal end of the balloon is inserted between tissue layers and inflated to dissect
the tissue layers.
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