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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0964102A1] A framework (11) is mounted on a floating barge (10) to support both the bridge (1) and means of moving the bridge
between a position resting on the barge and a position resting on the legs of the platform. The means of displacement are at least one rack (21)
which is moved vertically by a driving mechanism (20). The framework has at least one upper (12a) and one lower (12b) beam connected together
by tie-beams (13) extending transversely with respect to the axis of the barge. The beams support a rack and driving mechanism at each end. The
length of the beams can be varied to modify the distance between the racks. The rack is made of a plate with a series of teeth in each side and the
driving mechanism includes at least two opposed assemblies, each containing a motor and a reduction gear driving a pinion which meshes with
the teeth in the rack. The driving mechanism assemblies are mounted in a structure connected to the beams by shock absorbers. The rack has a
shock absorbing skate at its top end. The device incorporates means of connecting the rack to the bridge of the platform which are separable after
ballasting the barge. These means comprise a rod with one end connected to the rack and the other end connected to the bridge, with a narrow
section in the rod designed to rupture under a set load. Alternatively the rod is attached at its two ends by a locking system operated by a control
unit. The locking system comprises a finger which fits into a groove in the rod. The finger and groove have matching v-shaped profiles and the
control unit is a jack.
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