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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9727902A1] The invention relates to a method for neutralizing asbestos waste. According to the method, the waste is contacted with an
acid capable of dissolving the asbestos, or with a salt thereof. According to the method, a hydrochloric acid solution is used as the acid, containing a
suitable potassium salt in an amount of about 0.5 to 10 % based on the amount of the hydrochloric acid, in particular potassium sulphate, potassium
chloride, potassium nitrate, potassium carbonate or potassium phosphate, and possibly a small amount of nitric acid and/or phosphoric acid. In order
to enhance the dissolution of the asbestos, the waste is first wetted with water which may contain a surface activity reducing agent. The invention
also relates to a method for disposing of the asbestos material in acetylene cylinders, whereby the acetylene cylinder is cut in two and the material
is removed by hydrostatic pressure. Next, the wetted material is treated with a hydrochloric acid solution. The invention can also advantageously be
applied to demolition waste from buildings.
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