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Abstract (en)
[origin: GB2320943A] A latch arrangement for releasably retaining a striker 10, comprising a latch bolt 11 shaped to retain the striker at a latching
position, and to release the striker at an unlatching position of the latch bolt; a locking mechanism moveable 20 between a locking position, at which
it retains the latch bolt at its latching position, and an unlocking position, at which it allows the latch bolt to move to its unlatching position; means for
linking the locking mechanism to a latch-opening external manual control such as a door handle; drive means 70 coupled to the locking mechanism
and/or the latch bolt for powered actuation thereof to latch or unlatch the locking mechanism and/or to drive the latch bolt to its latching position or to
its unlatching position; a rotary clutch 498,1490 coupling the drive means to an electrical drive motor output 60A, and a clutch release mechanism
495 drivingly coupled to the said external manual control such that operation of the latch-opening external manual control isolates the latch bolt and
locking mechanism from the drive means. Other details of latch operation, coupling arrangements and control linkages are disclosed particularly in
motor vehicle central locking systems.
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