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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9922506A2] The present invention relates to a telephone system (1) comprising at least one telephone subset (3) and an answering
machine (5) which are connected, in parallel, to an outside telephone line (9). The system (1) has a first line terminal (11) and a second line terminal
(13). The answering machine (5) comprises tone-generating means (37) for generating a probe tone from the answering machine (5) to the first and
second line terminals (11, 13). The system (1) further comprises detection means (41, 43, 45) for detecting a change in reflected residue of said
tone in response to an impedance change between the telephone system (1) and the outside telephone line (9).
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