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Abstract (en)

[origin: WO9906796A1] Apparatus (1) for determining the topographical surface shape of a bulk meat product (2) comprises an infeed conveyor (7)
in which the length of the bulk meat product (2) is determined. A weighing conveyor (9) weighs the bulk meat product (2), which is then transferred
to a throughfeed conveyor (10) for passing the bulk meat product (2) through a scanning device (11) for scanning the circumferential surface of the
bulk meat product (2) through 360 DEG transversely of the direction of movement (arrow A) of the bulk meat product (2) through the scanning device
(11). The scanning device (11) comprises a hoop-shaped carrier (43) on which four ultrasonic scanning heads (45) are mounted at 90 DEG intervals
to each other. A stepper motor (47) rotates the carrier (43) in incremental angular steps through 90 DEG for performing 360 DEG of scanning of the
surface of the bulk meat product (2). The stepper motor (47) rotates the carrier (43) through 90 DEG in the direction of the arrow B, and then in the
reverse direction of the arrow C and so on so that the bulk meat product is scanned at intervals along its length as the carrier (43) is oscillated in the
direction of the arrows B and C through 90 DEG .
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