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Abstract (en)
A reed (119) for use in a valve assembly, the reed being an elongate resilient reed (119) which comprises a body portion (129) having one end
(121) intended for fixing to a mount and another end contiguous with a valve closure portion (127) of the reed (119), the reed (119) being such that
the width of the body portion (129) tapers towards the valve closure portion (127) so that the width of the surface of the body portion (129) adjacent
the valve closure portion (127) is small relative to the width of the valve closure portion (127) whereby the configuration of the reed (119) is such
as substantially to equalise the bending stress experienced by the reed (119) along the length of the body portion (129) when the reed (119) is in
use and a load generated by fluid flow is applied to the valve closure portion (127), and the reed (119) being such that the end of the valve closure
portion which is furthest away from the body portion is a straight end (303) which extends transversely to the longitudinal axis of the body portion
(129). <IMAGE>
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