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Abstract (en)
An article dispensing apparatus for an automatic vending machine appropriately supports a holder for a next sold article in a simple, compact and
inexpensive structure. The article dispensing apparatus has an article rack formed with right and left article passages for containing a large number
of articles arranged one after the other, wherein the article passages are partitioned from each other by a partition wall, and each provided with a
dispensing port at a front end thereof, a driving shaft extending within the partition wall in a longitudinal direction, an open/close member driven
by the driving shaft to open the dispensing port of the article passage when an article is purchased, pushers for pressing articles contained in the
associated article passages toward the front, a holder support disposed in the partition wall and having a supporting shaft extending in the vertical
direction, and right and left holders pivotably supported by the supporting shaft so as to be pivotally movable between a protruding position at which
each of the holders protrudes into a corresponding one of the article passages and a retracting position at which each of the holders retracts from
the article passage. A cam is positioned between the right and left holders and integrally formed with the driving shaft for pivotally moving the left
and right holders to the protruding position when an article is purchased. <IMAGE>
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