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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9850639A2] The invention is directed to a coupling device, wherein separate individual elements and a sliding interlocked connection
mechanism for connecting individual tenons to a wall portion of a link module provide several advantages. First, the tenon members are individually
adjustable on the wall portion to give more flexibility in providing various intermeshing arrangements. Therefore, instead of having to manufacture
several individual different link modules to obtain a variety of different intermeshing arrangements, one needs only to manufacture a standard wall
portion and a standard type of tenon means, so that any intermesh can be provided by simply assembling tenon means and wall portions. The
key to this flexibility was the development of the sliding interlock connection between the tenon members and a wall portion, without the loss of
strength and function. The tenon members may be used on either wall end portion by simple detaching from one wall end, inverting and reattaching
to the other wall end portion by simply detaching from one wall end, inverting and reattaching to the other wall end. Alternatively, a coupling device
according to this invention, may have each module of a plurality of modules which includes a wall portion with wall end portions on each end. The
wall end portions of at least some of the modules have tenon wall members extending parallel to an axis of the coupling device, and at least some of
the wall end portions have slot mortise members formed therein which extend parallel to an axis of the coupling device whereby when the modules
are assembled into the coupling device the tenon wall members are received into corresponding slot mortise members.
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