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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP1013459A1] In a continuous ink jet printing system, the printhead is pressurized by the flow of filtered air supplied by the printhead
docking station to which it is attached or docked. The printhead docking station has at least one fan (2) for moving air and for transferring the air
from the printhead docking station into the printhead. The printhead receives air for the printhead docking station, and directs the air flow to the
region around the jet array. The directing of air flow to the region around the jet array can also include reduction of air leakage from the printhead
in regions which are away from the jet array region, such as by the use of a seamless cover, and eyelid sealing. Plenum (7) located in at least the
printhead and/or printhead docking station serve to distribute the air across the width of the printhead. Filter media located in at least the printhead
and/or printhead docking station are used to clean the air supplied to the printhead by the printhead docking station. In this way, filtered air is
supplied to the ink jet printhead by the printhead docking station to which it is attached. The use of a one piece printhead cover and seals around
the movable eyelid minimize air leakage from the printhead, ensuring the needed air flow in the critical region around the jets. <IMAGE>
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