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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9931828A1] Transmission of short messages within a communication system (100) occurs as follows: a base station (101) within a
communication system (100) determines that a short message transmission to a remote unit (113) needs to take place. The base station (101) then
determines if paging channel circuitry (107) is available for utilization. In particular, the base station (101) determines if paging channel circuitry (107)
is loaded above a threshold. If the paging channel is loaded above a threshold and if the remote unit (113) is not utilizing a traffic channel, the base
station (101) transmits the short message to the remote unit (113) utilizing the traffic channel. Additionally, the transmission to the remote unit (113)
over the traffic channel is unannounced (i.e., a person utilizing the remote unit (113) will receive no indication that a traffic channel transmission is
taking place).
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