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Abstract (en)
[origin: GB2332651A] The surface of a diamond gemstone is marked with an alphanumeric character in the form of parallel grooves 10 using
a focussed ion beam (eg gallium), excimer laser or plasma etching. The mark cannot be read with the naked eye, the grooves producing a
visible diffraction effect such that the mark can be read under magnification. The marked diamond 104 may be viewed using a microscope when
illuminated by two directional light sources 106 at an angle corresponding to the angle of diffraction.
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