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Abstract (en)
[origin: DE19838902A1] The invention comprises an arrangement with which mobile objects can be located in particular areas. The mobile objects
for locating, e.g., persons or inanimate objects, are provided with a data carrier which determines the absolute position using a position-determining
system such as e.g., GPS. For many applications, it is not always necessary to know the absolute position of the object. Information about the area
in which the object is located is usually sufficient. In order to optimise the exchanging of data between the application that requires the location of
the data carrier and the object itself, the absolute position of the objects is transmitted to an information unit when the data carrier is initialised. Said
information unit translates the co-ordinates using a digitised map or a plan divided into areas so that the object can be allocated to a corresponding
area. This data is stored in the information unit. The boundaries of the area in which the object is located are transmitted to the data carrier and if
the object changes its position, the data carrier itself can determine whether the object has left an area. If the current position of the data carrier no
longer matches the area information, the data carrier reports its position to the information unit again. If an application requests the position of a data
carrier, the information unit transmits the data carrier area information that has been stored to the application. This results in optimal communications
between the applications and the data carriers. The position of the data carrier can be established even when the data carrier cannot be reached
momentarily.
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