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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9943388A1] A patient monitoring apparatus for monitoring a physiological characteristic of said patient. A user interface (70) having an
interior portion (74) communicates with an airway of a user such that substantially all gas inhaled, and exhaled by the user enters the interior portion
(74). At least one vent element (76) is associated with the user interface (70), and communicates the interior portion (74) of the user interface with
an ambient atmosphere. The vent element (74), user interface (70) define a flow element across which a pressure differential is created during
inhalation, and exhalation. The pressure differential is the pressure difference between the pressure within the interior portion (74) of the user
interface (70), and the pressure of the ambient atmosphere outside the user interface (70). A sensor (78) communicates with the interior portion (74)
of the user interface (70), measures a fluid characteristic resulting from this pressure differential, and outputs a first signal indicative of the measured
fluid characteristic.
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