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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9946767A1] Data can be read at high speed from an optical disk (20) by using a plurality of light spots, and data can be written in
the optical disk (20) by using a single light spot without any practical problem. In reading data from the optical disk (20), a diffraction grating (13)
is inserted between a semiconductor laser (12) and an objective lens (15). A laser beam from the semiconductor laser (12) is diffracted by the
diffraction grating (13) to generate diffracted light beams (16b, 16c) and form a plurality of light spots (32a, 32b, 32c) on a plurality of tracks (3) of the
optical disk (20). In writing data in the optical disk (20), the diffraction grating (13) is exited from between the semiconductor laser (12) and objective
lens (20). Only a non-diffracted light beam (16a) is incident upon the objective lens (15) to form a single light spot (32a) on the optical disk (20).
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