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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP1073075A1] A switch device for a refrigerator is disclosed wherein, even in the event of occurrence of an arc in contact portions at the
time of switching, contact portions in the initial abutment and contact portions to be kept in a contacted state are made different from each other
to prevent an increase of contact resistance and which, due to a sliding motion, can attain a cleaning effect for the surfaces of contact portions,
thus permitting the contact resistance to be stabilized, and can therefore be applied even to a switch used with a very small current. The switch
device comprises a case having a receptacle portion, an operating lever attached to the case movably, a return spring for urging the operating lever
in a return direction, a fixed contact disposed within the case, and a movable contact retained at a free end of the operating lever and adapted to
move into contact with and away from the fixed contact, wherein an abutment portion of the movable contact for abutment against the fixed contact
is formed using an elastically deformable material, the abutment portion of the movable contact, during return of the operating lever in its return
direction with the urging force of the return spring, comes into abutment against the fixed contact and undergoes a further elastic deformation under
the urging force of the return spring, while when the operating lever stops, the abutment portion of the movable contact comes into contact with the
fixed contact at a position different from the abutment position assumed during the return of the operating lever. <IMAGE>
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