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Abstract (en)
[origin: DE19817447A1] The method involves performing ion current measurement via the ignition plug or some other means to detect part or all
of the of the spark current, which is evaluated as the measurement signal. After ignition, the detected measurement signal is processed to yield a
characteristic that is fed to an engine control unit or ECU to enable successful and unsuccessful ignitions to be distinguished. A control algorithm
in the ECU can detect inadequate energy levels for ignition. The starter can be driven by the ECU and the compression stroke for the cylinder
determined, using the characteristic after each ignition, so that injection can be carried out by the ECU with correct phase.
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