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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP1077267A1] The first channel (11) of the two-channel cooling zone (8) has, along its length, a temperature gradient such that the
temperature of the wall directly above the articles (2) is at least that of the condensation temperature of the elements. The second channel (12) walls
have a temperature below the condensation temperature of the elements. Heat treatment furnace for metal articles (2) liable to give off elements
having high evaporation pressure according to furnace temperature and gas flow and furnace composition comprises, in succession: (a) at least
one inlet zone (1) for the articles (2); (b) at least one heating zone (3); (c) at least one cooling zone (8); (d) at least one device (13, 14) for feeding
the articles (2) through the zones; and (e) at least one gas flow introduction device (15). The cooling zone (8) comprises two successive different
sections (9, 10). The first section (9) extends from the end of the heating zone (3), or the heating channel, to the start of the second section (10), and
comprises a channel (11) having, along the whole or part of its length, a temperature gradient such that the temperature of the wall directly above
the articles (2) is at least that of the condensation temperature of the elements. The second section (10) comprises a channel (12) whose walls have
a temperature below the condensation temperature of the elements.
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