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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9955257A1] An expandable space frame (10) is manufactured by linking a plurality of flexible joints (15) through spacing arms (20) to
form a closed structure. The spacing arms are sterically offset, linking the bottom of one joint to the top of the next joint in an upwards stepwise
fashion, and then reversing the steps downwards. The offset allows the frame to be collapsed with minimal steric hindrance between the centered
joints. This lack of steric hindrance permits a very high ratio of the expansion to compression diameters for the frame. The space frame forms the
basis for different types of a stent. A series of individual frames are linked to each other to form a luminal stent. Two or more frames are linked to
longitudinal struts to form the support structure for a stent. The stent formed from the expandable space frame can be designed to have a number of
additional features as set forth herein.
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