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Abstract (en)
[origin: GB2353763A] The ink cartridge comprises an ink tank 12 defined by surfaces 20,22, 28. A group of ink outlet apertures 38 disposed in
a concentric arrangement (Fig.4) is defined in a septum 36 in the floor 28 of the ink tank. The ink tank floor is flat in the vicinity of the ink outlet
apertures. A porous member 60 (e.g. sponge) fits snugly against the flat area of the tank floor to ensure a steady flow of ink stored in the sponge
through the ink outlet apertures. The cartridge includes an ink supply port 16 to receive the end of an ink withdrawal needle 82. A seal 44 is provided
in the ink supply port and defines an aperture 48 to receive the needle to enable the sealing thereof on insertion of the needle into the supply port.
A cover 50 is provided over the seal aperture and is pierced by the needle on insertion. A protective guide 52 may be provided to align the needle
with the aperture and to guide the needle into the aperture. The guide prevents damage to the seal if the cartridge is misaligned on the needle. The
seal may be replaced by an insert seal (90,Fig.5) which includes a bore (92) and a triangular rib (94) which seals against the sides of the needle on
insertion.
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